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Essay Portions
1. Explain Nick Bostrom's Fable of the Dragon Tyrant. How is this fable meant to provide an argument for pursuing the development of anti-aging medicine? In your view, should we prioritize the development of anti-aging enhancements? Why or why not?
1. Nick Bostrom’s fable of the Dragon Tyrant is basically an anecdote about death and how to avoid it with anti-aging medicine. The fable describes the gigantic human torment and monetary cost that the dragon tyrant was demanding on mankind and the innumerable people who died attempting to sleigh it.
2. Explain Michael Sandel's argument that human enhancement diminishes our appreciation for natural gifts and innate talents. Is this argument a compelling reason to oppose human enhancement? Why or why not?
3. What is the Principle of Procreative Beneficence, and what does Julian Savulescu think this principle entails with regard to selecting the traits of our children? If the technology to choose the traits of our children were to exist, would parents be morally obligated to use this technology to alter the characteristics of their children? Or would it be morally permissible for them not to use it? Explain your position and the reasoning behind it.
4. How does Walter Veit present the Inequality Objection to Human Enhancement? Explain at least one of the reasons he thinks that this argument does not succeed. Do you agree that the Inequality Objection is a weak reason to oppose human enhancement? Or can this objection be defended against Veit's criticisms? Explain your reasoning.
5. We have studied a wide range of enhancements in this course. Based on what you've learned, do you favor a broadly bioconservative outlook on human enhancement, a transhumanist outlook on human enhancement, or a position that is somewhere between these outlooks? Explain your position and the reasoning behind it.

